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TIM ALTMAN, our Principal Trumpet 
player, has been playing with the FSO for 
quite some time now, and quite honestly 
can’t remember exactly how long it’s 
been! He helped out with the orchestra by 
conducting for awhile until the FSO found 
a new conductor (which happened to be 
Maestro Fakhouri), and then began playing 
with the FSO soon after.  He studied at 
Virginia Tech, where he graduated with his 
Bachelor of Music degree (BM) in Music 
Education.  He taught high school band 

for awhile in Richmond, VA before going to do graduate work 
in Winsconsin for his Master of Music (MM) degree, and the 
University of Kentucky for his Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA) 
degree in Trumpet Performance.  He came to the North Carolina 
region after landing a teaching job at UNC Pembroke about 15 
years ago.  Today, Tim’s full job is Director of Bands and Professor 
of Trumpet, and he serves as the Department Chair for the music 
department at UNCP.  Along with performing with the FSO, 
he plays with the UNCP Faculty Brass Quintet and the usual 
weddings and church service gigs around the area.  He has also 
performed with the Roanoke, Greensboro, North Carolina, and 
West Virginia Symphonies.
   Tim actually grew up in a household of musicians; his father 
was a symphony musician playing trumpet for the Richmond 
Symphony and also a school band teacher.  His mother was, and 
still is, a wonderful soprano.  When asked what he loves about 
performing with the FSO, “Obviously, getting to work with

This spring we had several major concerts.  We came back from the holidays with 
our third concert of the Salon Series at St. John’s featuring the Magnolia String 

Quartet, and then had our three masterworks concerts of the season in February, 
March, and April.  We also had our annual fundraiser, “Butter My Biscuit”, in March 
at the unique location of the Penthouses of 300 Hay St in Downtown Fayetteville.  
We have wrapped up our 2013-2014 season concerts, and now we get to prepare for 
our last concert of the Salon Series at St. John’s, our Memorial Day Weekend concert, 
and of course our 2014-2015 season. More information on these can be found on our 
website at www.fayettevillesymphony.org.
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Meet the Core of the Orchestra!
Our musicians are what make this orchestra thrive! Get to know some of the faces of our orchestra by reading what these 

guys and gals do day-to-day, and no, it isn’t always performing!

such wonderful people is the best part of the Fayetteville 
Symphony.  I work with many of the musicians at my school.  
I have played with others in other places.  Larry Wells and 
I perform all over the world together, no joke.  We both 
have doctorates in trumpet performance and many of the 
same interests.  We performed in Italy last summer and 
we are always planning the next adventure.  Of course, the 
literature is also a wonderful part of playing in the orchestra.  
It is definitely a team sport.  Everybody on the team has to 
perform at the highest level to get the best result.” 

MEGAN KENNY, our Associate 
Concertmaster, began playing with the 
FSO since she moved to Fayetteville 
in 2008 after her husband, Ryan, who 
serves in the U.S. Army, was assigned 
to Ft. Bragg.  Megan is also the Adjunct 
Professor of Violin at UNC Pembroke, 
holds her own private violin studio, 
and performs with several symphony 
and opera orchestras in North and 
South Carolina.  She holds a BA degree 

from Notre Dame, and an MM degree in Violin Performance 
from the Yale School of Music.  
   Megan was fortunate enough to grow up with two musical 
parents, both French Horn players.  When she was three years 
old, she attended a Suzuki violin recital of a family friend and



DARRIN THIRIOT, our Principal Clarinetist, has been playing with the FSO for two years.  He came to 
Fayetteville thanks to his service in the military.  Currently he is the Assistant Conductor and Executive 
Officer of the Army Ground Forces Band at Ft. Bragg, but before being sent to Ft. Bragg, he had played in 
the U.S. Air Force Band in Washington D.C. for 12 years.  He had studied Music Education, graduating with 
a BM degree, at the University of Utah, and then went to Northwestern University where he graduated with 
an MM degree in Clarinet Performance.
  Darrin originally decided to become a musician in the 9th grade, but really wanted to become a music teacher.  
As he progressed, the joy of performing eventually took over and he focused on that instead.  He still has a goal 
of becoming a college clarinet professor one day.
 Besides military commitments and performing with the FSO, Darrin also plays various gigs around town 

(frequently his family perform together as five violins and one clarinet).  What he loves about playing with the FSO? “Absolutely 
everything.  Especially love the woodwind section of which I am a part. Great players, great people.” 

STEVE SKILLMAN, our Principal French Horn player, has 
played with the FSO for the past five years.  He had joined as a 
sub originally, then played third horn, to then be asked to play 
principal horn.  He lives on the coast in Southport, NC where 
he and his wife went for their teaching jobs about 37 years ago.  
What Steve says is great, is they didn’t realize they moved to 
a true retirement destination, so when they both truly retire, 
they don’t have to move!  Steve currently is a retired teacher 
from the Brunswick County Schools but has continued to 

teach part-time at UNC Wilmington and also plays horn throughout the region.  
   So how did he decide to become a musician? “I took piano lessons as a child 
and into the teenage years.  When I got to high school I was quite taken with 
the marching band at my school, and simply went to the band director.  I had not 
played any wind instruments before that time, but he gave me a French Horn and 
told me to make the best of it.  It was a good fit, and before long I was also playing 
in the Norfolk Youth Symphony and Virginia Beach Community Orchestra.  I 
also spent time at clinics and workshops at the nearby Armed Forces School of 
Music at Little Creek.  After high school I attended East Carolina University and 
received a Bachelor and Master of Music degrees.”   

CODY REX, our Principal Bassist, began playing with 
the FSO just this past season!  He currently resides 
in Greensboro, where he moved in 2010, to begin his 
doctoral work.  He is currently a doctoral candidate at 
UNC Greensboro.  Before coming here, Cody studied at 
Bowling Green State University (BM - Music Education), 
and at the University of Michigan (MM - Double Bass 
Performance). He is currently the Adjunct Professor of 

Double Bass at Methodist University, holds a small private bass studio, and 
performs with various other ensembles in North Carolina.  
   Cody began his musical studies when he was four or five years old, when 
his parents bought him a guitar for Christmas and enrolled him in lessons.  
He continued guitar for several years, and when the orchestra director at his 
elementary school approached the fourth grade class to consider enrolling in 
orchestra, he become enthralled with the double bass.  He ended up studying 
with members of the Toledo Symphony (Ohio) through high school and decided 
to go into music for college: “…I decided I needed more, so I chose a degree 
in music, actually several degrees…I’ve been very fortunate to have incredibly 
supportive parents and teachers over the years.  Despite many hours of hard work 
in the practice room, I wouldn’t be where I am without them!”
   When asked what he loves about playing with the FSO, “I really enjoy making 
music with some truly excellent musicians with the FSO.  I’m also continually 
impressed by the amount of support that our community expresses – without 
them, we wouldn’t be able to do what we do!”

asked her parents if she could start violin.  “I 
am so fortunate that my parents were willing 
to find me a private teacher at such a young 
age and that my mother devoted countless 
hours to helping me practice as a child.  There 
is no doubt in my mind that I would be where 
I am today had it not been for her help and 
patience!”   
   What does she love about playing with the 
FSO? “The FSO is comprised of some really 
incredible musicians and my favorite part of 
playing with this group is the opportunity 
to collaborate with these colleagues, both on 
a musical and personal level.  The quality of 
the musicianship is phenomenal and I also just 
really enjoy the personalities of the people 
I work with.  It makes for a very rewarding 
experience!” 

TRACY WIGGINS, our 
Principal Timpanist, has 
been playing with the 
FSO for eight years.  He 
serves as the Coordinator 
of the Percussion 
Program and Assistant 
Marching Band Director 
at UNC Pembroke.  He 
had studied at Oklahoma 
State University (BM 

- Music Education), at the University of New 
Mexico (MM - Percussion Performance), and at 
the HARTT School of Music at the University 
of Hartford (DMA - Percussion Performance).  
Besides playing with the FSO, Tracy also 
performs with the Carolina Philharmonic and 
the Florence Symphony.  What Tracy likes about 
playing with the FSO is the people he gets to

RIGHT: Tim Altman 
and Larry Wells after 
our April Masterworks 
Concert.



ALEX LIEDTKE, our Principal 
Oboist, began playing with the 
FSO two years ago.  He is currently 
a graduate student studying oboe 
at the UNC School of the Arts in 
Winston-Salem.  Alex’s audition 
for the oboe position with the FSO 
was actually held around the first 
week of starting school at UNCSA: 

“I remember scrambling to get my 
playing up from a few days off over the summer (let’s be 
honest, it was more like a month). But, I’m very grateful 
to the Maestro for taking a risk on someone my age 
for a fairly soloistic spot in the orchestra.  I’m still only 
23, but I was 21 when I started...when I look back on 
my first rehearsal two years ago, I’m still honored and 
humbled (and baffled!) that I’ve kept this position and 
that people value my playing enough in the symphony to 
have me around.  It’s been a terrific experience.”
   Like some musicians, Alex sort-of “stumbled” into 
the path of becoming a musician.  He used to play with 
the Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestra in high school 
and a lot of the young musicians he played with there 
were also his friends outside of school. “When you’re 
surrounded by people who are thinking about doing 
music, it just seems like the thing to do.  I probably 
didn’t think it through like I should have, but I certainly 
wouldn’t go back and do it any differently. I really love 
what I do!”   
   When asked what exactly it is that he loves about 
playing with the FSO, “Many things! The atmosphere 
here is wonderful, everyone is very cordial but also very 
demanding of themselves musically.  Nobody comes 
to rehearsal slouching in their seats and phoning it in.  
The dedication has been terrific to be involved with.  My 
colleagues in the woodwind section are all ridiculously 
talented.  It is a real honor to play with and to have 
gotten to know them.  I feel like I learn more sitting next 
to these guys and gals than anything I was taught in the 
many (expensive) years of my post-secondary education.”

SARAH BUSMAN, our Principal 
Flutist, has been playing with the 
FSO for three years and is the Adjunct 
Flute Professor at UNC Pembroke, as 
well as a private flute instructor in 
Durham, where she holds a studio 
of over twenty students. She came 
to North Carolina with her husband, 
Josh, who started his PhD program 
in Musicology at UNC Chapel Hill.  

She studied at Middle Tennessee State University for her Bachelors, 
and went to graduate school for Flute Performance at The Peabody 
Conservatory of Music.  After graduate school, she performed with 
the Baltimore Symphony for a few concerts before moving to North 
Carolina.
   Sarah never really decided to become a musician, it just sort of…
happened.  She began playing flute in sixth grade in Connecticut, and 
the reason she chose the flute was because it was one of only three 
instruments her band director allowed any of them to play (he was 
actually the choir teacher and only remembered how to play three 
instruments).  
   Sarah juggles both being a teacher and a performer, “I often say that 
being a successful working musician means cobbling together several 
different jobs.  As my Google calendar can attest, there’s no end to the 
moveable parts in a musician’s schedule, so while each day of the week 
looks different, there are different ‘ jobs’ scattered in each.”  One of 
those jobs happens to be with us, “I really enjoy the comradery in the 
FSO. I feel that I have met so many fantastic friends here, and it really 
makes a difference in the music we create!” 

LARRY WELLS, our Second Trumpet player, has 
been playing with the FSO for the past eight years.  
He studied at Washington State University (BS - 
Education), and then did graduate work at Portland 
State University (MM - Music Education) and 
the University of North Texas (DMA - Trumpet 
Performance).  After finishing his DMA degree, 

he became the Director of Instrumental Studies and Professor of 
Trumpet at Methodist  University.   He also maintains a private studio 
of 15-20 trumpet, euphonium, and horn students each week, performs 
regularly with the Cape Fear Regional Theatre, and is heavily involved 
in helping run the Fayetteville Symphonic Band. 
   So how did he decide to become a musician? “I decided to become a 
musician somewhat by default.  I was told at a young age that I would 
make a good teacher.  I was good at explaining golf to little kids in a 
manner that let them understand without overwhelming them with 
complex details.  So, I decided to pursue a degree in Music Education, 
which insured that I continue my studies as a musician...I am where I 
am today because I have an inner attitude of ‘good enough isn’t good 
enough’, so I continued working on my playing, and teaching, and 
eventually became strong enough to become a professional musician 
and educator.” 
   When asked what he loves about playing with the FSO: “Orchestral 
music is my favorite genre of music and also my colleagues in the 
brass section are fantastic people to work with.  I cannot imagine 
a nicer trumpet section than Tim Altman and Sheryl Parker.  We 
laugh together, and make music together.  No ego, no acrimony, no 
pretentiousness.”  

play with, which he says are all phenomenal musicians. 
   Funny enough, when you ask Tracy how he decided to 
become a musician, it pretty much wasn’t his decision!  His 
private music teacher in high school just told him that he 
was going to school to study music. End of story.  But, 
Tracy admits that he wouldn’t be where he is today if it 
weren’t for the hours of practicing he has, and continues 
to put in each day: “I am not naturally talented at music 
in ANY way, shape, or form, so I had to work harder than 
everyone else around me just to get to the same point as 
them.”

LEFT: Sarah Busman, Steve 
Skillman, and Alex Liedtke after 
our April Masterworks Concert.



Connect with us!
We’re on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and Pinterest!  

Be sure to like, follow, and subscribe to us for the latest news, 
events, and information! Search for either Fayetteville Symphony 

Orchestra or FaySymphony to find us!

www.fayettevillesymphony.org

Upcoming Concerts
Our 2013-2014 season may be over, but we still have two more 

concerts left! Our last Salon Series concert and our second annual 
Salute to the U.S. Armed Forces concert Memorial Day Weekend:

The Salon Series at St. John’s
“Brass Spectacular”

featuring Baroque Music for Two Trumpets, Strings, 
and Harpsichord

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Fayetteville
Thursday, May 8th, 2014 at 7:30pm

For tickets, visit our website at www.fayettevillesymphony.org

A Salute to the U.S. Armed Forces
featuring the Fayetteville Symphony Orchestra and the 

Army Ground Forces Band of Ft. Bragg
Festival Park, Fayetteville, NC

Sunday, May 25th at 7:30pm
FREE ADMISSION

Visit our website for information on our 
2014-2015 Season!
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